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EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 

 
TxEP:  Texas Educator Preparation is the official publication of the Consortium of State Organizations for Texas Teacher 
Education (CSOTTE) and was established to continue disseminating research associated with the preparation and development 
of Texas educators. The 2018 edition includes invited contributions from 2017-2018 CSOTTE Board Chair, Marlene Zipperlen. 
Every year, one of the CSOTTE organizations is invited to include an article addressing relevant work the organization is 
addressing.  The Texas Association of Teacher Educators (TxATE) contributed to the journal this year.  Six additional peer-
reviewed manuscripts provide pragmatic and research-based insight. 
 
Marlene Zipperlen’s reflection presents a context for the conference theme, “Progressive Discourse: A Time for Leadership”.  
This theme challenged us to engage in discourse and to act.  Dr. Zipperlen provides an overview of recent issues impacting 
Texas educators and students.  Specifically, she mentions Pre-Kindergarten programs, dual-credit courses, and high-stakes 
testing.  
 
For this year’s publication, Debby Shulsky, 2017-2018 President of the Texas Association of Teacher Educators (TxATE), in 
conjunction with TxATE board members, brings forth the importance of advocacy.  This piece outlines TxATE advocacy 
groups and their continued efforts.  Texas teachers and faculty members are invited to join this organization and to contribute to 
TxATE’s advocacy efforts.  
 
Betty Coneway, Sang Hwang, Leigh Green, Jill Goodrich, and Emilee Egbert present “Early Educational Intervention for At-
Risk Students: A Preliminary Report of the Long-Term Impact of the Opportunity School Preschool Program”.  They share the 
results of a collaborative longitudinal research project which examines long-term impact of early childhood educational 
interventions. 
 
Beth Garcia and Betty Coneway’s article, “Using Baseline Assessments to Better Prepare Preservice Candidates for State 
Certification Exams”, examines the implications of using baseline assessment data to drive purposeful instruction and targeted 
use of supplemental intervention to impact teacher candidate growth.  

Rebecca Putman, Anna Fox, Lisa Colvin, and Melissa Becker discuss preservice teachers’ use of professional texts in their 
article, “Marrying Theory and Practice:  Using Professional Learning Communities to Connect Preservice Teachers with 
Professional Literature”. 
 
Maria de Lourdes Viloria and Selina V. Mireles provide a theoretical framework for the investigation of after school activities 
and an analysis of current standards-driven exams in their article, “Teachers and School Leaders Coalescing to Balance the 
High-Stakes Assessment Field for Underprepared and Underrepresented Mexican American Students in Mathematics”. 
 
George Willey, Stacy Hendricks, and Scott Bailey’s article, “Preservice Teachers’ Perceptions of Teacher Evaluations 
Prior to Clinical Teaching”, investigated the perceptions of aspiring teachers at a regional university regarding the teacher 
evaluation process prior to beginning clinical teaching placements. 
 
Kevin Williams examines new teachers’ perceptions of their readiness to use technology in his article, “Technology 
Preparedness of PK-12 Teachers in Texas: Satisfaction Level of Technology Training in Teacher Preparation Programs”. 
 
The editorial team is pleased to present the 2018 TxEP and we invite Texas teachers, practitioners, and researchers to contribute 
to the 2019 edition of TxEP. 
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